[A case of adult T-cell leukemia (ATL) complicated with multiple nocardial abscesses].
A 45-year-old woman was admitted to our hospital with complaints of fever and lumbago. She was treated for adult T-cell leukemia and thrombocytopenia with 20 mg/day of prednisolone. CT scan showed multiple abscesses in right peri-kidney, right iliopsoas muscle, left subcutaneous region in the abdominal wall and the brain. Left subcutaneous abscess was drained. Gram-positive organisms consisting of filaments were found, and Nocardia farcinica was grown in cultures. After two months of chemotherapy (FMOX, MINO and AMK), all abscesses except one in the brain disappeared. Cerebral abscess was cured fifty days after the start of the treatment with oral administration of Sulfamethoxazole-trimethoprim (SMX/TMP). The mortality of Nocardial cerebral abscess is high. This patient is a very rare case in which multiple Nocardial abscesses including brain abscess was cured by chemotherapy.